MISUSE OF
STATISTICS:
TIME TO SPEAK
OUT

• The Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics are
a pillar of the Global Statistical System.
• The current pandemic, occurring alongside the
decade for action on the Sustainable Development
Goals, has brought into sharp focus the critical
importance of trustworthy official statistics that meet
the requirements of the Fundamental Principles.
• Official statistics are needed to guide action, help
save lives and chart our progress towards a future
in which no one is left behind.

• A particular feature of the current climate is the danger
of false statistics that can mislead and result
in poorer decisions.
• Such false statistics may be the result of an inadequate
design, implementation or communication or a
deliberate attempt to deceive in order to serve a vested
interest.
• Either way false statistics result in poorer decisions and
therefore lost lives, weaker economies, less just
societies and a future for our children that is not as
sustainable as it could have been.

• This webinar brings out the importance of
Fundamental Principle 4: Prevention of misuse.
• This Principle states that the statistical agencies are
entitled to comment on erroneous interpretation
and misuse of statistics.
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