
t )

Final report on the

review of the profile, mission and tasks of the

International Association for Official Statistics

(IAOS / AISO )
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I. Background and aim of this report
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II. Current profile, mission and membership of IAOS
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VI. A forum for informal exchanges, experimental work and professional
co-operation
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VII. IAOS as a branch of the ISI family
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VII. Integrity and professional ethics
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59. The Review Committee recommends to the General Assembly:

i) To approve the creation of IAOS awards for authors of best
papers from developing countries;

ii) To encourage the organization of at least one IAOS workshop
in a developing country once a year;

iii) To acknowledge, as an agreed policy of IAOS, the
consideration of problems and concerns of official statisticians in the
developing world as a major criterion in setting up programs of
meetings;

iv) To request the Executive Committee to design and implement a
strategy aiming at increasing LAOS membership AND IAOS activities
in Latin America.
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��� As stated in the Preliminary Report, the Review Committee recommends to
the General Assembly:

i) To maintain the current status of « institutional members > ;

ii) To encourage increasing membership of this category (including institutional
producers and users of official statistics).

�����
�5��	
 ,� ���=�����!9



VII. Rejuvenation and trans-hierarchical membership of IAOS
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�0� @���� Should the statutes and functioning rules of IAOS include norms aiming at
ensuring that the constituency of the Executive Committee and other bodies of IAOS
clearly reflect trans-hierarchical and trans-generational membership of IAOS?
@��;3� Which concrete steps could IAOS take in order to effectively promote
exchanges and professional co-operation between young statisticians, between young
and senior statisticians and between senior statisticians?

Synthesis of responses:

�1��Most of respondents seem to recognize that there is a real need for rejuvenation of IAOS,
but they generally consider that such a rejuvenation could only result from an ������	��
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65. As a general trend, there is an agreement on the ����
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 but respondents reject the idea of adopting norms aiming at
ensuring this. It appears that "there is no need to change statutes and rules to promote this, if
the Nomination Committee is instructed to propose to appoint young statisticians" (W. de
Vries). But, of course, "an effort should be made to convince young statisticians to take some
responsibilities" (M. Sicron). In other terms, the consultation shows that rejuvenation should
be based on a ���������	���
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rather than in normative action.
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VII. Areas of work of IAOS
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70. Q.13 How can we define the "specific" area of work of IAOS with regard to other
sections of ISI?
Q.14: Do we need to define scientific standards within IAOS activities?
Q.15: Should we tackle this issue in "normative" terms - i.e. broad definition of
standards - or in "institutional" terms - i.e. the establishment of a scientific committee
that appreciates; case by case, the scientific and professional quality of the plans for
LAOS activities?

Synthesis of responses:

71. The answers to the question on the "specific" areas of work of IAOS are of different
natures: lists of wishes, topical approaches, general considerations, etc. A synthesis of such
answers is an impossible exercise. We can observe however that in general terms respondents
tend to support the outlines suggested by the preliminary report. There are however four
major critical remarks: i) some comments of the Preliminary Report on the areas of work
"seem to run counter the gist of the rest of the report... and give precisely the arguments
required for helping those in favor of the "club" concept" (E. Malinvaud). ii) "The areas of
work of the IAOS shouldn’t be defined in a very strict manner. These depend on the
development in the field of official statistics in general and the other organizational, scientific
changes that are likely to occur in the future" (M. Sicron). iii) We are not "specific" but
exciting because we axe dealing with a broad rank of problems. iv) The report is "too
categorical in excluding technical issues" (G. Szilagyi).

72. Respondents propose a large variety of "specific" areas of future IAOS work
that cover five major areas of interest:

i) ��	����������
 �	
���	
 ��
 ��������
 	����	���	 
 spheres of jurisdiction and
responsibilities on NSIs; organizational models, internal relations and general
functioning of national statistical systems; role of national statistical councils.
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